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What’s New with OSHA 
and Infection Control?

Presented by Mary Govoni, MBA, RDH, CDA
Mary Govoni & Associates

Thank you to the HuFriedy Group for support of this program.

Disclosure:   Mary Govoni is a consultant for the HuFriedy Group.
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OSHA Update
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New Hazard Communication Standard
Effective July 19, 2024

https://www.osha.gov/hazcom/
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Updating HazCom Information
• Manufacturers have 90 days from the 

publication of the revised rule (5-20-2024) to 
come into compliance.

• August 2019 new SDS’s and package labels 
are mandatory for manufacturers

• State OSHA plan states must revise their 
standard or justify why the revision is not 
necessary.

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-05-20/pdf/2024-08568.pdf

Workplace Violence is 
Increasing
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https://www.drbicuspid.com/de
ntal-practice/legal-
issues/article/15662573/patient
-sentenced-for-murdering-2-
dentists
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https://www.dentistryiq.com/print/content/14305777

Would you know what to do if…

• A shooter entered your facility?

• A patient or employee became violent?

• There was an active shooter alert in your area?

• Does your practice have an emergency action plan?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/osha3148.pdf

Simple Strategies

• Keep private entrance doors locked at all times.

• Install security system with cameras. 
• Main entrance, private entrance, other locations in facility

• Install electronic locks that can be operated by an app.

• Work with local police to help in planning.
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https://www.nsc.org/workplace/safety-topics/workplace-violence

• Internal – employee
• Mental health or substance abuse issues
• Financial challenges
• Domestic situations

• Communicate with the team if you are having problems.
• Watch for signs of distress or anger.
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• External
• Former employee
• Patient
• Individual with a grudge
• Random acts

• Have a plan…

https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/active-shooter-safety-resources

https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/active-shooter-508.pdf/view
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https://www.osha.gov/etools/evacuation-plans-
procedures/expert-systems/create-eap

Radiation Safety
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Remember these are 
recommendations!

I T  I S  U P  T O  E A C H  S TAT E  T O  A D O P T  ( O R  N O T )  T H E  
R E C O M M E N D AT I O N S .

https://jada.ada.or
g/action/showPdf?
pii=S0002-
8177%2823%2900
734-1

https://jada.ada.org/ac
tion/showPdf?pii=S00
02-
8177%2823%290039
1-4

19

20



6/14/2024

11

https://www.blockimaging.com/download-list-of-state-radiological-and-health-department-links

Key Points from Studies

Study concluded that radiation dose is greatly decreased and shielding not always necessary.

Studies showed that risk of injuries to the gonads and thyroid not a serious risk-except for children.

Use of thyroid collar can block objects on extraoral images.

Encourages states requiring patient shielding to change regulations.
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Infection Prevention Update

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/epas-registered-
antimicrobial-products-effective-against-bloodborne

23

24



6/14/2024

13

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-
registration/selected-epa-
registered-disinfectants

Respiratory 
Viruses
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https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data-research/dashboard/snapshot.html

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data-research/dashboard/snapshot.html
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Screen Patients for Respiratory 
Symptoms and Fever

Infection Prevention Update 
Respiratory Guidance

https://bit.ly/4c5POiT
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https://www.cdc.gov/measles/downloads/Measles
-fact-sheet-508.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/pertussis/outbreaks/index.html#cdc_generic_section_2-identifying-whooping-cough-outbreaks
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https://www.cdc.gov/pertussis/about/index.html

https://wonder.cdc.gov/nndss/static/2024/23/2024-23-table990.html

https://www.cdc.gov/pertussis/php/surveillance/index.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-flu-summary.htm

https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2024-DON520
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https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/updates.asp

DENTAL UNIT 
WATERLINES

• Maintenance

• Testing

• Documentation

Shock

Maintenance
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DUWL TESTING

• If you don’t test, you do not know if 
you meet water quality standard:  
<500CFU/mµ.

• CDC currently states to test 
“periodically”.

• Manufacturers state quarterly.

Thank you

Mary Govoni, MBA, RDH, CDA

517.214.8223

mary@marygovoni.com

https://marygovoni.com
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