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What’s New in Infection Control, 
OSHA, CDC, and other Safety 

Concerns in Dentistry?

https://bit.ly/47YimcV

Handout for this webinar
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What’s New and Developing?

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
• Division of Oral Health Eliminated
• Infection Prevention and Control Information is available

Vaccine Information is changing
• COVID-19 vaccine availability
• Vaccine schedules for children under revision 

New OSHA Hazard Communication Standard

• 2-year implementation

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
• https://www.cdc.gov

• Local and State Health Departments
• https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/inside-mdhhs/statisticsreports/community-

health-information

• Association for Dental Safety
• https://myads.org

• World Health Organization
• https://www.who.int/

Infection Prevention  Resources
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OSHA/MIOSHA HazCom

Effective for MIOSHA – Aug. 2025

New HazCom 
Standard

Began in 2024
• Updated SDSs
• Updated labeling
• Updated hazard 

classification

Manufacturer’s 
requirements

Begin in 2026
• Update SDSs
• Update labeling
• Update training

Employer’s 
requirements

Timeline for Hazard Communication 
Rule Changes

Employer 
requirements 
begin in 2026.

https://www.osha.gov/hazcom
/
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Hazard Update on 3D Printers
Also known as “additive manufacturing”, it is 
the process of making a physical object from a 
digital model by adding material layer by layer.

Used to manufacture various appliances such 
as:
• Study models
• Mouth guards
• Occlusal guards
• Orthodontic retainers
• Frameworks for partials/dentures
• Whitening trays
• Clear aligners

Is 3D printing hazardous
to dental team members?

YES!!!
Without proper ventilation and 

disposal of by-products
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Safety Risks and 3D Printers

Solvents (isopropanol) are highly flammable.

Ultrafine resin particles are damaging to the lungs.

Lasers and UV light are skin and eye hazards.

Disposal of Solvents

• Isopropanol is highly flammable and potentially explosive.
• Flashpoint for 90% isopropyl alcohol is 53.6°F
• It will ignite if it is at or above that temperature and exposed 

to a spark or ignition source.
• Flames are colorless.

• Alcohol waste from printing must be stored in flame-proof 
container.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Source:  Uline
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Medical 

Emergencies

What about medical emergencies?

Patients as well as
Team 

Members
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

3 most dangerous medical emergencies in dental offices – Steven Yun, MD:  
https://docsels.com/yun0625/
• Severe asthma attack
• Anaphylaxis
• Angina/sudden cardiac arrest

11

12



11/12/2025

7

Helpful tips for emergency medications
• Asthma medications

• Administer with patient upright – not 
reclined

• Consider the use of a spacer with an 
inhaler

• Epinephrine
• New nasal spray - Neffy®

• https://bit.ly/4flDGfI
• Less expensive alternative to auto 

injector or spray:
• Single-dose vials of epi
• Syringes marked with adult and pedo

dose
• Needles
• Draw up meds as needed

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Source:  Ars Pharmaceuticals Operations, Inc.

Source:  Dynarex®

Source:  Save Lives

Source: Quanler

Helpful tips for emergency medications

• Narcan/naloxone
• Nasal spray (OTC)

• Nitroglycerin
• Oral spray

• Low-dose aspirin (81mg)

• Glucose

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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Vaccine Updates

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/imz-schedules/downloads/adult/adult-combined-schedule.pdf
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Post Exposure 

Management

USPHS 
Guidelines on 
Occupational 
HIV Exposure & 
Postexposure 
Prophylaxis

https://bit.ly/4hQF1MR
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New antiretroviral drug 
regimens for post-exposure 

prophylaxis (PEP)
Shortened duration of post-
exposure follow-up testing

Elimination of routine lab tests 
for antiretroviral drug toxicity

Considerations for PEP for HCP 
with exposures to source 

patients with undetectable viral 
loads

Postexposure Plan for Dental Practice

• Training
• Definition of exposure incident
• Methods of prevention
• First aid – cleaning the wound
• Reporting
• Documentation

• Establish relationship with medical facility for testing and 
possible treatment

• Triage 
• Testing
• Medication (PEP)
• Follow-up

Confidentiality of medical records
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Antibiotic Prescribing Guidelines for 
Dentistry

New CDC Checklist

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Antibiotic Stewardship

https://www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use/hcp/core-elements/index.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-
use/hcp/core-elements/outpatient-
antibiotic-stewardship.html

https://www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-
use/media/pdfs/dental-fact-sheet-
508.pdf
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Respiratory 

Disease Updates
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Current Respiratory 
Disease Threats

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/activity-levels.html

Current Respiratory 
Disease Threats

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/infectious-diseases/seasonal-respiratory-viruses
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https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/infectious-diseases/seasonal-respiratory-viruses

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html

Measles Cases in the U.S.

Updated 11/5/25
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https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html

Measles Cases in the U.S.

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html

• One of the most contagious infectious diseases.
• Anyone not vaccinated is at risk
• Transmitted by aerosols/droplets
• Aerosols remain airborne/infectious for 2 hours
• Many cases spread through international travel
• Vaccine hesitation, resistance and misinformation

Why is measles so concerning?

Source: CDC

Source:  CDC
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Why is measles so concerning?

Source: CDC

Source:  CDC

Koplik Spots

Koplik Spots

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/hcp/clinical-overview/index.html

CDC Recommendations for Healthcare Workers

https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/hcp/healthcare-personnel-
epidemiology-control/measles.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/measles/downloads/me
asles-factsheet-outbreak-508.pdf

Patient and Employee Screening

• Reschedule patients with respiratory symptoms and fever.
• Confirmation calls/messages/texts
• Upon arrival for appointment

• Implement a policy for employees to remain at home if they have 
respiratory symptoms and fever – and other conditions specified in 
CDC guidelines
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Respiratory Protection

Respiratory Protection Choices
• ASTM Level 3 face mask

• May gap on sides
• Doesn’t provide as good a fit as respirator
• ASTM Level 1 or 2 not recommended for AGPs

• (aerosol-generating procedures)

• N95 or higher respirator
• Highest level of protection
• Fit and seal
• Must be fit tested

• Also consider using face shields.

Face masks and 
respirators MUST be 
changed after each 

use!
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Instrument Sterilization Review

Reprocessing Steps:

Clean

Inspect

DryPackage

Sterilize
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Quality Assurance in Sterilization

Placement of pouches/cassettes

Checking indicators

Repackage/reprocess if needed

Use of process integrator

Allowing packaging to dry

Quality Assurance in Sterilization

• Weekly spore testing
• If spore test fails 

• Take sterilizer out of service
• Run another spore test

• Pass – return to service
• Fail – service/maintenance needed

• After each service or movement of the sterilizer recalibration is required
• 3 successive passed spore tests 
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Managing Dental 

Water Quality

If you’re not testing, you’re 
just guessing!
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Controlling Biofilm in DUWL

Dirty                                Clean 

• Water delivery system
• Municipal/tap water direct to the dental unit
• Tap water delivered through a filtration system that serves all treatment rooms
• Tap or filtered/distilled water placed in reservoir on dental unit
• Sterile water delivery system for surgical procedures

• Maintenance of system
• Filter changes 
• Addition of antimicrobial agents to the dental unit water to suppress bacterial 

growth
• Addition of cartridges (straws) to the water bottle on the unit

Testing for Water Quality

Dirty                                Clean 

• Testing of dental unit water 
• CDC standard is ≤ 500 CFU/ml
• Current recommendation is to test 

quarterly

• Types of tests
• In-office
• Mail-in – R2A laboratory test

• Protocol if water tests at  ≥500 CFU/ml
• Shock the system with an antimicrobial
• Test again
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What about ultrasonic units?

• Ultrasonic scalers have lower water flow than 
handpieces = more opportunity for biofilm to form.

• Water from scalers should be tested separately.
• If there is a reservoir, is it disinfected regularly?
• Are filters changed regularly?

• Filtering sediment
• Filtering microorganisms

• Shocking units separately from the dental unit

Source:  Safco Dental Supply

Source:  Parkell

https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/file
s/publications/osha3148.pdf

Prevention of Workplace Violence

https://bit.ly/3UEbjQ8

Preventing 
Workplace Violence 

is a Best Practice 
and falls under the 
OSHA General Duty 

Clause.
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Develop & Implement a Violence Prevention 
Program

Create a Zero 
Tolerance Policy

Establish Clear 
Reporting 

Procedures

Enhance Security 
Measures

Conduct a Risk 
Assessment Provide Training

https://bit.ly/47YimcV

Handout for this webinar
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Mary Govoni, MBA, RDH, CDA
517.214.8223

mary@marygovoni.com

www.marygovoni.com

Questions?

www.thecompliancedivas.com
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